
     
 
 

 

UPDATE 
April 6, 2021 

 
Upcoming Deadline:  Inactive and Non-Responsive Earth Station  

Operators Must Respond to FCC by April 19, 2021 
 
 Earlier this year, the FCC’s International Bureau released a Public Notice listing inactive 
earth stations and earth station operators that have not responded to communications.  These 
operators must affirm the continued operation of the identified earth stations antennas and the 
intent to participate in the C-band transition by April 19, 2021 or the authorizations will be 
terminated in the FCC’s IBFS system and removed from the incumbent earth station list.   
 
 Earth station operators must respond, if necessary, via IB Docket No. 20-205 in the 
FCC’s ECFS filing system.  Responses should include an affirmation that the identified earth 
station antennae remain operational and should identify the satellite from which each antenna 
receives service.  FCC staff will forward all affirmations of continued operation to the FCC’s 
designated C-band relocation coordinator, RSM, or the relevant satellite operator(s), who will 
then contact earth station operators directly. 
 
 Any earth station operators that do not respond by April 19, 2021 to affirm the 
continued operation of their identified earth station antennae will have their registrations 
terminated.   
 
 Recently, RSM submitted a filing to the FCC that included two lists of incumbent earth 
stations.  The first list identifies earth station antennae that are no longer operational based on 
communications with earth station operators or satellite operators.  The second list identifies 
earth station operators (and associated antennae) that RSM has found to be unresponsive to 
multiple outreach efforts. 
 

All earth station operators should review the Public Notice, RSM lists and listed 
registrations.   

 
If you have any questions about this filing requirement or earth stations in general, 

please contact Scott Friedman at (314) 462-9000 or sfriedman@cinnamonmueller.com. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Please visit our website at www.cinnamonmueller.com to learn more about our lawyers 
and practice. You can reach Cinnamon Mueller at (314) 462-9000. This update is provided 
by the law firm of Cinnamon Mueller. The document is intended for informational 
purposes only as a service to clients of Cinnamon Mueller.  It is not intended to provide 
specific legal advice or to substitute obtaining appropriate legal counsel. We encourage 
you to consult with counsel to address special compliance issues and for assistance in 
negotiating or handling any such matter referred to in the update.   


