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FCC Releases Small Entity Compliance Guide for Leased Access 

 
 On November 16, 2020, the FCC released a Compliance Guide covering the FCC’s 
leased access rules, which require cable operators to set aside channel capacity for commercial 
use by unaffiliated video programmers.  Earlier this year, the FCC released a Report and Order 
modifying its leased access rate formula to reflect changes to cable rate regulation over the 
years. 
 
 The Compliance Guide covers the new rate formula that cable operators must use when 
calculating leased access rates.  Leased access rates will now be calculated using information 
specific to the tier of carriage, as opposed to the previous weighting scheme that used data from 
all tiers with subscriber penetration over 50 percent.  The FCC hopes that this modification will 
more accurately approximate the value of a particular channel, while alleviating burdens on 
cable operators.   
 
 Leased access has been a contentious issue at the FCC and for cable operators over 
the past two decades.  Last year, the FCC vacated the 2008 Leased Access Order, which never 
went into effect due to a judicial stay and the Office of Management and Budget’s disapproval of 
the associated information collection requirements.  Moreover, the FCC also eliminated the 
requirement that cable operators make leased access available on a part-time basis, and it 
modified the FCC’s rules to require cable operators, regardless of system size, to respond only 
to bona fide requests from prospective leased access programmers.  
 
 If you have questions about the FCC’s leased access rules, please contact Bruce Beard 
at (314) 394-1535 or bbeard@cinnamonmueller.com.  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Please visit our website at www.cinnamonmueller.com to learn more about our lawyers 
and practice. You can reach Cinnamon Mueller at (314) 462-9000. This update is provided 
by the law firm of Cinnamon Mueller. The document is intended for informational 
purposes only as a service to clients of Cinnamon Mueller.  It is not intended to provide 
specific legal advice or to substitute obtaining appropriate legal counsel. We encourage 
you to consult with counsel to address special compliance issues and for assistance in 
negotiating or handling any such matter referred to in the update.   


